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Presentation overview:

• Introduction to AFS

• Overview of Scottish context

• Policy responses and

implementation
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Key areas of work

• Affordability of alcohol – Minimum Unit
Pricing and alcohol duty

• Availability of alcohol – licensing in the
public interest

• Alcohol marketing and the alcohol industry

• Alcohol’s harm to people other than the
drinker
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Advocacy partnerships:

• Scotland: SHAAP, British Medical 

Association, Scottish Families 

Affected by Alcohol & Drugs

• UK: Alcohol Health Alliance UK

• Europe: Eurocare, European Public 

Health Alliance

• International: Global Alcohol Policy Alliance
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Alcohol consumption in Scotland 2014
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Alcohol consumption in Scotland 2014



@alcoholfocuswww.alcohol-focus-scotland.org.uk

Key factors driving consumption

• Increased affordability:
60% more affordable than 30 years ago

• Increased availability:
particular increase in off-sales

• Increased marketing:
alcohol industry spends £800million each year
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Alcohol price in Scotland 2014



@alcoholfocuswww.alcohol-focus-scotland.org.uk

Alcohol price in Scotland 2014
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Alcohol affordability and alcohol-related hospital 

admissions: 1982-2011
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Sources: BBPA Statistical Handbook; Cancer Research UK

Per capita (litres per head per year) consumption of 

pure alcohol in the UK population, 1900–2010
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Licensed prem ises ( Scot land)  1 9 1 3 - 2 0 0 7

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

1
9
1
3

1
9
1
6

1
9
1
9

1
9
2
2

1
9
2
5

1
9
2
8

1
9
3
1

1
9
3
4

1
9
3
7

1
9
4
0

1
9
4
3

1
9
4
6

1
9
4
9

1
9
5
2

1
9
5
5

1
9
5
8

1
9
6
1

1
9
6
4

1
9
6
7

1
9
7
0

1
9
7
3

1
9
7
6

1
9
7
9

1
9
8
2

1
9
8
5

1
9
8
8

1
9
9
1

1
9
9
4

1
9
9
7

2
0
0
0

2
0
0
3

2
0
0
6

Pubs

Off licences

Registered clubs

Hotels

Source: Wilson, T., Alcohol and the Nation (1940); Nicholson 
Committee (2003)

Increase in availability
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• GAPC film
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The price we pay
• 100 alcohol-related hospital admissions every day in

Scotland.

• 22 people die every week in Scotland due to
alcohol-related condition.

• Almost 40% of these deaths are in the 45-59 year
old age group.

• Alcohol cited as a contributory factor in 1 in 3
divorces.

• Up to 51,000 children in Scotland are living with a
parent who has an alcohol problem.

• Costs Scotland £3.6billion each year - £900 for
every adult and £1bn more than Scotland’s entire
education budget.
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Chronic Liver Disease mortality rates 1950-2006
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Legislative and policy response

• Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005

• Changing Scotland’s Relationship with
Alcohol:  A Framework for Action (2009)

• Alcohol etc (Scotland) Act 2010

• Alcohol (Minimum Pricing) (Scotland)
Act 2012

• Air Weapons and Licensing (Scotland)
Act 2015
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• Nicola sturgeon
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A change in approach:

4 key areas of priority:

• Reduced consumption

• Support families and communities

• Positive attitudes, positive choices

• Improved treatment and support

Reduce consumption

Reduce alcohol related harm

Scotland’s Alcohol Strategy
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Big Alcohol River
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Alcohol policy in Scotland:  challenges

Price

• On-going court case delaying implementation

Availability

• 96% of new licensing applications still granted

• Shift to home drinking

• Legal challenges from industry

Marketing

• Devolved and reserved powers

• Legal challenges from industry
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Alcohol policy in Scotland:  next 

steps

• Redevelopment of Scotland’s Alcohol

Strategy

• Minimum Pricing

• Implementation of licensing legislation

• Protecting children from alcohol harm –

particularly alcohol marketing

• Evaluation of Scotland’s Alcohol Strategy

– March 2016
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Thank You

Alcohol Focus Scotland 

166 Buchanan Street

Glasgow

G1 2LW

0141 572 6700

www.alcohol-focus-scotland.org.uk

@alcoholfocus


